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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus rolitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and in 


communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdcm of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?’’ 


In Rich America: Is it true that any young person in the U. S. can 
get a college or university education if he wants it? Not at all. It still takes 
from $1000 to $2000 a year to go to a state university which is supposed 
to be “free to all.” There are scholarships — but many worthy youngsters, 
for various reasons, cannot qualify. There are outside jobs but, as standards 
are upped, students are increasingly pressured to devote all their time and 
energy to school work. Hence, hundreds of thousands of gifted youth do 
not get the benefits of higher education. 


Among the efforts to meet this 
need is the School of the Ozarks, 
located where many young people 
in rural low-income areas do not 
have access even to public high 
school education. This school was 
founded in 1906 to provide a four- 
year high school and a two-year 
college (both fully accredited) for 
ambitious young people without 
funds. Most of the teachers serve 
practically around-the-clock in order 
to achieve maximum efficiency in 
use of the school facilities. The 
School of the Ozarks is supported 
entirely by voluntary contributions, 
along with a summer work program. 


Each student works a minimum 
of 540 hours during the summer, 
on the school farm or cannery, 
which establishes his right to a 
scholarship for the next school term. 
During the school year, all students 
work a minimum of 16 hours or 
more a week to pay for room and 
board, books and even clothing. 

High school boys and college men 
are assigned to jobs in the dairy 
and poultry barns, and as helpers 
to carpenters, masons, electricians, 
plumbers and painters. They drive 
trucks and tractors, operate the 
school’s utility plant, tend to the 
grounds, care for the machinery. 


The girls help in the school kitch- 
ens, make gifts to sell in the gift 
shop, guide tourists around the 
campus, clean dormitories and 
classrooms, wash windows, baby-sit 
for faculty families, work in the 
laundry. Many are also employed 
in the cannery, and a special group 
learn to be expert weavers. They 
also help teachers with their “paper 
work,” or type and file in the office. 

This school can accommodate 400 
students and the number of appli- 
cants far outnumbers those who can 





be accepted. Selection is made on 
the basis of financial need, provid- 
ing the student has a record of good 
behavior and willingness to work. 
Most students come from the area 
within a hundred miles of the 
school, the hill regions of Arkansas, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma. 
To be admitted to the high school, 
a student must live too far from a 
school bus line to attend a local 
high school, or come from a family 
who cannot even afford lunches and 
suitable clothing. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from Dr. M. Graham Clark, 
President, the School of the Ozarks, 
Point Lookout, Missouri. Many 
small struggling denominational col- 
leges might be re-organized thus to 
serve students without any funds. 


New Strike Method 


The Miami, Fla. bus system con- 
tinued its services to the community 
during a stalemate over a wage dis- 
pute between drivers and the trans- 
portation company — by providing 
free rides. In order to maintain the 
vital public service, the union men 
drove the buses without pay while 
the company furnished the fuel and 
maintenance. The union members 
were losing nearly $100,000 a week 
in salaries, while the company lost 
almost $10,000 a day. 

The management protested that 
the move gave the workers an ad- 
vantage in terms of public relations 
because the strikers could present 
their side of the case while serving 
the public on a non-pay basis. Then 
the workers offered to let manage- 
ment put up posters and distribute 
literature in the buses. But a labor 
leader commented, “But even if we 
kept quiet, we'd still win. This beats 
work stoppage, picketing and all the 
other methods.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE SLANTING OF THE NEWS, to make it appear that the Com- 

munists alone are responsible for the events which threaten our peace 
and security, is steadily conditioning the American public for war. The 
truth is that an era of extraordinary scientific progress has awakened all 
mankind to the basic right of every living individual to share the goodness 
of the earth and to achieve personal dignity and respect. The Communists 
are playing upon this universal awakening with diabolical cunning to es- 
tablish an international Marxist dictatorship. 


BY IGNORING the true nature of our awakened age, by failing 
to act in accordance with the imperative needs this awakening creates, 
and by falsely attributing to the Communists the responsibility for the 
present disturbances, the American economic, political and military es- 
tablishments commit the greatest blunder of all and make atomic war 
inevitable. To stir the American public to a full realization of this truth is 
a paramount need of the hour. 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO CASTRO? 


(Continued from our last release in which Mr. Wells reported 
on his December visit to the Caribbean countries surrounding Cuba.) 


EVERAL months ago, Between The Lines discussed unpublished re- 

ports that the U. S. Central Intelligence Agency was secretly arming 
and training anti-Castro forces. Dispatches of this nature finally broke 
into the U. S. press the week of Jan. 8, were widely discussed and hotly 
denied. But the sources of these reports are substantial. 


First, Dr. Ronald Hilton, director of Spanish Studies at Stanford 
University, stumbled upon the evidence while visiting Guatemala last fall. 
He learned that the CIA had acquired a large tract of land which was 
stoutly fenced and heavily guarded. He found it was common knowledge 
in Guatemala that this area was being used as a training ground for Cuban 
counter-revolutionaries who were preparing to invade Cuba. U. S. per- 
sonnel, money and equipment were being used on the base which is located 
near Retahuleu, between Guatemala City and the seacoast. Moreover, 
all this was reported last fall in the responsible Guatemala City journal 
La Hora, although hushed in the U. S. Even President Ydigoras of Guat- 
emala conceded these facts in a TV interview in Guatemala City recently. 
Your editor heard all of this discussed frequently in Caribbean capitals. 
(See N. Y. Times, Jan. 10; Hispano-American Review, Nov.) 


CASTRO has not been lying as Washington officials have charged 
when he warned his people that a U.S.-backed invasion was being aimed 
at Cuba. The U. S. officials are the ones who have borne false witness, 
we regret to say. These revelations should not surprise us for the U. S. 
did precisely the same thing seven years ago in Guatemala, when, by sim- 
ilar means, we overthrew the pro-Communist Government of Arbenz. 
The Arbenz regime, like that of Castro, confiscated the extensive holdings 
of the U. S. corporations and distributed the land to the landless Guate- 
malan peasants. When the U. S. puppet regime came to power, the land 
was taken from the peasants and returned to the United Fruit Co. and 
other corporations — with a few mild reforms. But Cuba is not Guate- 
mala as we will probably learn to our sorrow. 


WHEN WILL THE INVASION OF CUBA BEGIN? To answer 
that requires a brief but comprehensive view of what’s happening in Cuba, 
for most of the reporting in the U. S. press on Cuba is so shallow and 
biased as to be almost valueless in terms of either accuracy or scholarship. 
Here are the important aspects of Castro’s relationship to the Communists 
and to the Soviet Union — which comprise the most critical areas of U. S. 


concern: 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


THE MOST HIGHLY REGARDED AUTHORITIES, including 
Western diplomats in Havana (British, Canadian, Swiss, etc.), do not be- 
lieve that Fidel is even yet a bona fide Communist. His relationship to the 
party has been a matter of expediency rather than personal conviction. 
As we have previously reported, these facts are self evident: (1) Castro 
won the revolution before any plans had been shaped up for the new Cuba; 
(2) there were few Cubans adequately trained to rebuild Cuba’s agricul- 
ture and industry; (3) since the U. S. refused any sympathetic assistance, 
Fidel turned in desperation to the only ones around him who had the train- 
ing and skill to transform the Cuban economy so it might serve Cuba rath- 
er than foreign investors. 


CUBA IS SO RICH in agricultural resources that experts say the 
island could feed 80 million people! Yet this natural wealth has been 
crudely and totally exploited for sugar to make a few very rich while 90 
per cent of the Cubans have lived in hunger and shameful poverty. Puerto 
Rico’s great governor, Luis Munoz Marin, warned Washington in the 
midst of the official deep freeze against Castro that the Cuban revolution 
had better be regarded seriously and with sympathy or disastrous devel- 
opments would ensue. But the pressure of a billion dollars in U. S. corpor- 
ation wealth in Cuba was too great in Washington. 


CASTRO’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
was carefully analysed by Max Frankel who recently spent much time in 
Havana and interviewed Cuban Communist leaders at length. (N. Y. 
Times, Nov. 26.) He found that the Cuban party chiefs do not even to- 
day consider the Fidelista movement a Communist revolution. There are 
many aspects of it that do not conform to Marxist principles, although 
such information is seldom reported in our press. For example: (1) While 
fighting the Catholic Church as it opposes his regime, Castro is friendly 
and helpful towards all other religious groups. A fundamental of the 
Marxist dialectic is the denunciation of all religion. (2) In the confiscation 
of private property Fidel has stopped far short of collectivizing all Cuban 
agriculture as Marxism would dictate. While he has confiscated all the 
great estates of the sugar corporations, each individual land owner can 
keep 1000 acres if the land is cultivated. (Or 3000 acres if for cattle rais- 
ing.) Wealthy Cubans are permitted only one residence. (3.) All independent 
small businesses are permitted to continue, although the break with U. S. 
trade and the nationalization of large industries has all but strangled small 
enterprises. Communism calls for the confiscation of all business. (4) Cas- 
tro’s political philosophy is centered around his extreme nationalism which 
directly contradicts the Communist principle of “international solidarity 
of the Soviets,” such as Russia imposes on all the satellites. Undoubtedly 
the Communists aim to maneuver Cuba into the place where Castro is 
so desperately dependent on Russia and Red China for economic and mil- 
itary support that they may create this solidarity. 


WESTERN DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS do believe that the 
Reds are now close enough to Castro and sufficiently essential to him as 
to pretty well shape his thoughts. They flatter him continually, anticipate 
his needs and wishes, so that his dependence on them is increasing. Yet 
all observers agree that the party cannot always control or restrain him. 
The Communist party is being kept deliberately small in numbers (not 
more than 30,000 members at present), so that the Cuban people will not 
be frightened by them. Contrary to press reports, there are comparatively 
few Russians in Cuba except for the somewhat outsize Soviet Embassy 
staff. The army of Red technicians are mostly Czechs, East Germans, 
some Poles and an increasing number of Red Chinese. 


HE SUM TOTAL of evidence leads to the belief that Castro is fran- 

tically trying to create an independent Socialist state (nationalized or 
privately Owned cooperative agriculture and industry); that he is using 
Communists to help him achieve this; and that in so doing, he has turned 
American capital, Cuban upper classes and middle classes against him. 
He has accepted the thesis of all modern tyrants that the necessary changes 
cannot come quickly enough without a benevolent dictatorship — the 
same argument used by our reactionary fanatics who defend Trujillo and 
Franco. The mass of Cuban workers and peasants are still ardent Fidel- 
istas and that means at least 65 per cent of the population. But having 
alienated all middle class and upper class Cubans, the ground is set for a 
bloody civil war which the U. S. is deliberately encouraging and promoting. 


WE HAVE THROWN AWAY the alternatives to this civil war. 

When this danger first became real last summer, the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration stirred itself finally to propose a great $500 million economic 
loan and technical aid program for Latin America which would have trans- 
formed the situation, had we actually got going on it throughout Central 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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The 1961 Economy and World Stresses 


(continued from our last issue) 


This Newsletter does not attempt to “cover” the economic scene. 
We are concerned chiefly with those developments which may be distorted 
or suppressed in the usual news channels but which have meaning for all 
of us — and especially with those factors which have far-reaching spiritual 





significance. 


Washington newsmen have charged, for instance, that the outgoing 
Secretary of Commerce, F. H. Mueller, has held back some 75 official year- 
end industrial forecasts because the automobile industry didn’t like the 
Department’s analysis of the prospects for a smaller demand for new cars 


in 1961. As all auto dealers know, 
Detroit manufacturers habitually 
overstate every year’s production 
prospects to promote “more excite- 
ment among the buying public” 
and to promote larger orders from 
the dealers, although dealers may 
still be overstocked with last year’s 
models. Top auto industry spokes- 
men were infuriated by the Gov- 
ernment surveys and brought pres- 
sure on the Cabinet officer to sup- 
press the findings of his experts. 


Said one New York financial 
writer, “It’s an ugly business. The 
automobile industry must face un- 
pleasant questions about the integ- 
rity of the official statistics and 
about the freedom of Government 
Officials to give the country their 
best judgement without fear of re- 
prisals from business. The central 
issue is whether the public is to have 
all the information or just cheerful 
reports that please the industrial 
tycoons.” 


Another important economic fac- 
tor now being played down is the 
full truth about our growing unem- 
ployment which now stands at about 
five million. Again business spokes- 
men often discount reports by Gov- 
ernment or labor unions that deal 
realistically with the unpleasant 
facts. Most business publications 
down-play the figures on unemploy- 
ment. The labor union economists, 
with considerable support from 
Government researchers, add a full 
million to the unemployed roll be- 
cause of “substitute” employment 
— jobless steel-workers who are 
working as extra deliverymen for 
department stores, janitor’s helpers 


or auto workers who are now trying 
to sell real estate or vacuum clean- 
ers. These are men whose unem- 
ployment insurance benefits have 
run out and who have youngsters 
they are trying to keep in school — 
men who are more responsible and 
energetic than so many unemployed 
who sit at home under a cloud of 
gloom. Although they may be re- 
ported as “employed,” such workers 
have lost the jobs for which they 
are trained; their families are living 
in reduced circumstances because 
of earnings that are far below their 
worth if they were serving U. S. 
industry at the productive tasks for 
which they are qualified. 


Economists and social research 
scientists are fearful, moreover, 
that the unemployment figure will 
go up nearly a million a year from 
now on, because of the imbalance 
in the ratio of population expansion 
to present industrial growth to in- 
creased automation. All this is soft- 
pedaled by the daily press and most 
business publications. But it is grad- 
ually becoming a major issue... . 
with the beginning of a down-turn 
in industrial production in Western 
Europe and the reappearance of 
sizeable unemployment in Belgium, 
France and Italy, the propaganda 
about full employment in all Com- 
munist countries is someday going 
to open a rather frightening sector 
of the cold war. 


The Russians are setting the stage 
for this phase of the cold war by: 


e@ Increasing and stabilizing the 
value of the ruble without any raise 
in Soviet prices. 

(Continued second col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast 


America and the Caribbean. Suppose numerous teams of U. S. technicians 
and agricultural experts had been sent in with down-to-earth projects, had 
moved into action like an army in a crisis. By this time we could have 
focused a great propaganda drive toward the Cuban people, inviting them 
to share in this regional transformation program. Surrounded by evidences 
of our achievements all around them, the Cubans’ pressure on Castro to 
cooperate with the U. S. would have been irresistible. 


(continued) 


THIS CAN’T BE DONE? We are doing the same kind of rush job 
with trained spies, saboteurs, bombs, planes, ships and missiles in Guate- 
mala — and probably in the swamps of Florida. Thousands of men and 
millions of dollars are being spent to foster civil war and to slaughter little 
Cubans who believe in Castro because they’ve had nothing else to believe 
in. Batista was also a tyrant; he tortured and killed over 20,000 Cubans — 
but he didn’t touch our property in Cuba. So we were undisturbed about 
the “Cuban problem.” Castro has executed about 550 Cubans to date 
through his Kangaroo military courts, but he has seized our property! 


In our next issue we will summarize the documentary sequence of our unjust dealings 
with Cuba in the past, how we got Guantanamo, the clauses in the Platt Amendment which 
provided the legal loopholes for U. S. sugar, banking and industrial exploitation to get a 
stranglehold on Cuba which lasted for over half a century. 


BELGIAN RIOTS AND THE CONGO’S CHAOS 


HE chaos in the Congo and the political strife that has filled the streets 
in Belgium all arise largely from the same source. 


IN BELGIUM: News reports in this country have stated that the 
rioting in Belgium, led by the Socialists, was caused by the “austerity” 
laws being introduced by the ruling Conservatives. The austerity program 
was attributed to Belgium’s loss of income from the Congo, but the re- 
ports have not explained why this would cause rioting. Occasionally, 
blame is put on tribal and language difficulties between the Flemish and 
Walloon provinces of Belgium. But these are but part of the problem. 


THE NEED FOR TAX REFORM has been mentioned in some 
dispatches as basically connected with the austerity program — and this 
lets all the cats out of the bag. British papers in particular have empha- 
sized the relationship of tax reform to the Congo. Incomes from Congo 
investments went largely to wealthy Belgian families, especially those close 
to the crown. Indeed, the Congo colony was originally a private invest- 
ment of old King Leopold II. Even after the Congo became a Belgian 
colony, much of the Congo copper, diamond and uranium properties were 
owned by rich Belgians and international investors, and the largest part of 
the state’s Congo income was supposedly derived from taxes on private 
Congo investments. But as in France, Italy, Greece and other European 
countries, the rich in Belgium are able to dodge their taxes with arrogant 
elan, leaving the tax burden to be borne disproportionately by the working 
class. (N. Y. Times, Jan. 3; Christian Science Monitor, Jan. 5.) 


De Gaulle’s ‘‘tax reform’’ in France has been tantamount to an admission that there 


is no way under existing laws to force the wealthy French to divulge their true incomes for 
tax purposes. Under the new system in France the tax rate is set on “visible living standards’’ 
— the number of servants, cars, country estates, Paris apartments, etc. 


THE BELGIAN WORKER, painfully conscious of the inequity 
of the tax laws, angrily resents being asked to accept a reduction of an 
already low living standard to make up for the losses of the Congo’s in- 
come to Belgium’s millionaire aristocracy. While the Belgian Socialists 
are strong anti-Communists, they are prone to make common cause with 
the Marxists when they are pushed too far. Therefore, the danger of com- 
munism in Belgium is real; for the working class, already reduced to lower 
living standards by the slump in Belgium’s mining and mill areas, will 
accept in bitterness the Marxist solution for their problems if they must. 
Especially when they realize that the standards of living for Polish, Czech 
and Russian workers are now probably higher than in the depressed areas 
of Belgium. Indeed, if serious unemployment should hit France, Italy or 
even West Germany, the same grim conditions and choices would appear. 


IN THE CONGO: The American people are likewise being told 
little about the real causes of the continued turmoil in the Congo. In our 
release of Dec. 1, we referred briefly to the British, Belgian and U. S. 
investments in the Congo provinces of Katanga and Ksai. Most observers 
are now in agreement that the Belgians originally never intended to give 
up these provinces which contain the Congo’s greatest wealth. The Bel- 
gians anticipated that the Congo would collapse completely with their 
sudden departure. Thus, in the face of the evidence that the Congolese 
could not govern themselves, the Belgians would be able promptly to re- 
store their rule. But when it became evident that the violent hatred of the 
Congolese for the Belgians forestalled any possibility of re-establishing the 
former status quo, the Belgians moved swiftly to reinfiltrate their armed 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


The 1961 Economy and World Stresses (continued) 


@ Removing almost all income 
taxes from Soviet workers’ earnings. 


e@ Announcing that, within three 
years, the U.S.S.R. will provide 
rent-free apartments and housing 
units for all Soviet workers. 


All this in addition to the free 
medical care available to all Soviet 
citizens at all times. Add up all 
these benefits for background on 
Russia’s big propaganda drive about 
“full employment” under commun- 
ism. When we in the U. S. have 
seven or eight million workers un- 
employed and the rest of the Free 
West has millions more, we'll learn 
more about what psychological war- 
fare can be like! The fact that the 
American worker on relief is better 
fed than the fully employed Russian 
will not mean much because the 
Russian worker eats far better than 
most of the world’s population. 


Need For Job Training 


Social scientists point out that 
much can be done to adjust the 
U. S. worker to our new technical 
age. For at the very time when 
there are millions unemployed, 
many industries cannot find trained 
men. There are persistent shortages 
of certain types of machine tool 
operators, skilled garage mechanics, 
electricians, plumbers, residential 
painters and paperhangers. There 
are excellent wage opportunities 
with maintenance concerns that 
service domestic appliances. Re- 
sponsible household help is always 
in short supply and highly paid. In 
the entire field of medicine and pub- 
lic health, there are shortages of all 
medical and hospital technicians. 


U. S. business has failed to train 
its labor force to fit into the great 
shift in demand which has followed 
the recent scientific evolution. 
Whole new areas of need have been 
created with the great expansion in 
home ownership and the increased 
expenditures on services of all types, 
and with the growing numbers who 
can afford adequate medical care. 

As a nation, we have failed here 
largely because of the absurd and 
puerile prejudice among many busi- 
nessmen and large corporations 
against anything that sounds like a 
“planned economy.” Common sense 
dictates that the more complex our 
technological industrial society be- 
comes, the more planning it will 
require. A planned economy can 
remain free more easily than a 
chaotic one. 


Federal and state employment 
agencies, labor unions, schools, col- 
leges and the business community 
must all unite to meet this need for 
job training of the U. S. labor force. 
Here the Soviet dictators have the 
edge on us in that they can direct 
their labor force, retrain and re- 
place men at will. 


If we make progress in this area, 
the impact on our national produc- 
tion will not only help improve the 
unemployment problem, but will 
increase the earning capacity and 
living standard of millions. Today, 
only a small fraction of our high 
schools are prepared to teach young 
men to be skilled auto mechanics, 
plumbers, heating experts, electri- 
cians. Thus far, these departments 
in public schools have been looked 
upon too often as the catch-all for 
the student who can’t make the 
grade in English composition and 
algebra. With the increased techno- 
logical development in all phases 
of our lives, well-paid employment 
in the fields of skilled mechanics 
should require training commensur- 
ate with work demanding a college 
education. The individual, family 
and community will all be enriched 
by higher educational standards at 
all levels. 

The indications are that the so- 
cial adjustment of our free economy 
to the new scientific age would have 
come very slowly and in costly 
fashion — had it not been for the 
challenge which the Communists 
have raised. And if we move for- 
ward only in response to this threat, 
will our progress have the inherent 
quality — and will it come soon 
enough — to save us? 


Changing America 


Over three million American 
workers now hold more than one 
job. A new Government survey of 
“moonlighting” also shows that 
100,000 workers hold down two or 
more jobs at the same time. (Moon- 
lighting is a term used for multiple 
job holding because these extra jobs 
often involve night work.) The 
Monthly Labor Review survey re- 
veals the futility of the drive for 
higher wages and shorter hours 
when the cost of living soon over- 
whelms each advance made. In 
many industries this practice has 
become common. Police officers, 
postal employees and other Govern- 
ment workers now hold extra jobs. 
Complaints of inefficiency and a 
general slow-down in Government 
job performance is being heard in 
city, state and Federal offices where 
these conditions prevail. About one 
in every five teachers below the col- 
lege level has a second job, accord- 
ing to the report. 

Doctors and psychiatrists attribute 
much physical and nervous strain 
to these extra jobs. Domestic dif- 
ficulties, even an increase in divorce, 
are also blamed on the long hours 
and physical exhaustion of those 
who are trying to meet those extra 
time payments by taking on more 
work. Are we really increasing the 
standard of living by these methods? 


& 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


forces into the two rich provinces of Katanga and Ksai where most of 
their mines and investments were located. Ambitious Congolese in these 
areas were persuaded to lead “independence” movements to detach the 
provinces from the Congo Union, then headed by Premier Lumumba. 


IT WAS THESE MANEUVERS that stirred the civil violence 
in the Congo and has kept the chaos boiling, for Lumumba fought the 
Katanga-Ksai separation move since it robs the Congo state of most of its 
wealth. The Belgians then succeeded in replacing the frantic Lumumba 
by Kasavubu who heads the present Congo regime. The Russians were 
quick to seize the opportunity to champion the “freedom and unity” of 
the Congo against the “imperialists” by rushing to the support of Lumum- 
ba, while the British, French and the U. S. backed the Belgian puppet 
government of Kasavubu. When these facts are known, it is not hard to 
see why Lumumba accepted Russian support and why all other African 
leaders claim Lumumba’s is the only duly constituted Government. 


THE REPORTS IN OUR PRESS on the UN action in the Congo 
have been so loaded in favor of the Belgian-British-U.S. view that little 
has been told about how the UN Commission and the UN Peace Forces 
in the Congo have found themselves battling chiefly against the Belgians 
as the latter sought, both openly and secretly, to recover military control 
of rich Katanga and Ksai. The UN Commissioner, D. J. Dayal, has charged 
repeatedly that it is the Belgians who are arming and financing those who 
are stirring up civil strife in the Congo. 


Fortunately, all this has been put on the record by an AP dispatch 
that did break through the wall of silence on Oct. 25. Said the AP: “A new 
and formidable military challenge faces the UN in the Congo. Exasperated 
UN officials say the challenge comes mainly from Belgian officers who 
have rejoined Congolese army units....The Belgian officers — like their 
civilian colleagues in the Congolese Government offices — have two main 
objectives: (1.) To prevent at all costs the return to power of former Pre- 
mier Lumumba who leans toward the Communists. (2.) To preserve as far 
as possible the privileged position of Belgian commercial interests in the 
Congo’s....richest areas. The presence of the UN force is a threat to 
both these objectives. The UN mission is bound by its charter to uphold 
parliamentary government. In the Congo’s political turmoil, this inevitably 
favors Mr. Lumumba. And among all the squabbling political leaders, 
only Mr. Lumumba is likely to upset the 80-year-old Belgian commercial 
hegemony .... Top UN officials say this opposition (by Belgian and West- 
ern interests) seeks to build up the Congolese army as the backing for a 
pro-Belgian puppet regime.” 


IN ALL OF THIS, the several newly independent African states 
have felt their positions threatened by the action of the Western powers 
in the Congo and have been gratified by Moscow’s propaganda attacks 
against Western “imperialists.” The most shameful part has been played 
by the U. S. in the two-faced behavior of our leaders. When Eisenhower 
last addressed the United Nations, he declared that the UN was the hope 
of peace in Africa. Yet the U. S. delegation has supported the Belgian- 
British-French bloc as they sought to undermine UN authority in Africa. 


Are we to believe that the actions of the American delegation in the 
UN are not influenced by the fact that the Rockefeller interests are heavily 
involved with the Belgians in such projects as the immensely rich Union 
Miniere du Haut Katanga? This behind-the-scenes association has been 
generally blanketed in this country but has been reported factually else- 
where and was discussed in Between The Lines, Dec. 1, 1960. The Lon- 
don Observer commented on July 10, 60, relative to the Rockefeller’s 
investments in Union Miniere and its interlocking Tanganyika Conces- 
sions: “There is an even bigger fish with an interest in both companies. 
The Belgians have just brought off an exchange whereby the Rockefeller 
holding in UMHK was swapped for shares in a Congo finance company, 
thus transforming it in effect into a portfolio investment in UMHK with- 
out possibilities of control. For the Belgians, this means the heaven-sent 
chance of American investment without strings; it is said even now that 
Rockefeller buying is putting a floor under the price of UMHK. For the 
Rockefellers and anyone else with a long purse and strong nerves, this 
may yet be a brilliant speculation. The ore is magnificent, and so is the 
organization; the only doubt is political.” 

Other discussions of the Rockefeller investments in the Congo 


have apreared in the Washington Star, July 31, ‘60; the Wall St. Journal, Jan. 13, ‘59; the N. Y. 
Times, Feb. 8, 11, ‘59; the Times of London, Nov. 3, ‘50; the N. Y. Herald Tribune, Feb. 15, ‘53. 


YOUTH PEACE CORPS 


CLIMAX of need is felt throughout the globe for down-to-earth 
A economic and technical aid. Most of the U. S. foreign aid to under- 


developed countries has been closely tied to military assistance and, out 





From The Mail Bag: 


A California subscriber writes about the editor’s most recent 
book, “Your Journey Into Light comes as an exciting discovery which 
I want to share with others. It is wonderful to find someone so skilled 
with words to express so many things I have long believed but have 
been unable to communicate adequately. Your stand on communism 
is the best I have heard and your peace witness realistic and positive 
rather than negative. Enclosed is a check for five copies each of Journey 
Into Light and Think On These Things, which | intend to start circu- 
lating among my friends.” 


(Journey Into Light, a penetrating study of First Century Christianity for today, 
illustrated by the author, 142 pages, handsome hardcover binding — priced at $2.50 per 
copy, postpaid. Think On These Things, a collection of drawings by Mr. Wells with per- 








tinent paragraphs — priced at $1. per copy, postpaid. Order from Between The Lines Press, 
152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y.) 





X-RAY & FORECAST 


of the debacles in the unstable conditions in Laos, Korea, Turkey, Iran, 
and elsewhere, such aid programs have lost much of their meaning. 


Diplomats and statesmen generally recognize the imperative call 
for a great outpouring of talent and energy from the free West if we are 
to save Asia, Africa and Latin America — and all admit there isn’t much 
time. The Communists are making rapid economic gains and are inaugur- 
ating impressive aid and development programs on a wide scale. 

THE NEED has prompted the idea of a Youth Peace Corps. When 
Sen. Humphrey introduced a bill along similar lines in the Senate last fall, 
he described the need for “the immediate establishment of a U. S. Peace 
Corps to develop a genuine people-to-people program in which talented 
and dedicated young American men will teach basic agricultural and in- 
dustrial technology, health, sanitation and literacy....in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America.” 


PRESIDENT KENNEDY HAS ENDORSED the idea and a 
score of colleges and universities are already laying plans to provide 
training facilities. Some institutions, such as Montana State, already have 
programs in action. (BTL, Oct. 15.) Experts say that a thousand young 
men should be sent out each year until there are four or five thousand in 
action across the world. Our most effective emissary is the American 
engineer or technician who is not afraid of getting his hands dirty, who 
will work at menial tasks which are a part of larger agricultural and in- 
dustrial projects. In many needy areas, youths with good background and 
education consider it beneath their station to wear workers’ clothes or 
engage in menial tasks, no matter how essential to the larger effort. They 
believe their class position calls for them to direct the projects from their 
desks, hence many aid projects have bogged down when the Americans 
left. The Communists ruthlessly obliterate all such class distinctions. 


THE PEACE CORPS would be accepted as alternate military 
service, according to some plans afoot. But the Pentagon is opposing this 
idea on the grounds that the Peace Corps might become a refuge for 
“draft dodgers.” This objection is not valid since members of the Peace 
Corps will need to be selected with particular care and have special skills. 
(Richard Nixon did not strengthen his position as a person of conviction 
when he smeared the Peace Corps proposal while Kennedy endorsed it 
during the campaign.) 

ONE EXCELLENT SUGGESTION has been made for the U. S. 
armed services, that some of the hundreds of thousands of bored, most- 
ly idle but often skilled men on our foreign command posts be used 
for constructive projects in the areas where they are stationed. Clinics, 
schools, roads, sanitation systems, feeding stations for mothers and chil- 
dren would cost little to build and maintain by using the resources so 
visibly wasted on the average U. S. military base. Here and there U. S. 
service men have themselves demonstrated that this can be done — with 
miraculous results. And the commanding officers have been pleased with 
the new friendly atmosphere created out and beyond the command area. 
Why not more, much more, of this? 


A MAIN THREAT to the proposal of a Peace Corps resides in 
the fact that it won’t provide fat contracts to industry. It’s easy to whoop 
it up for military preparation when everybody can make a fast buck out 
of defense contracts. The Peace Corps will ask us to give and not get. 
Will the idea fade as have many bright proposals made by Eisenhower and 
others during recent years? These good ideas made good political propa- 
ganda at the time, but no one cared enough to follow up with action. By 
your letters on this issue to your Congressman and Senator, you can help 
the Peace Corps materialize and our capitalism demonstrate again its true 


Christian creativity and resourcefulness. 


(continued) 





